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abandon vb 1 evacuate, leave, quit, vacate, withdraw from. 2 break with, desert, inf dump, forsake, inf give someone the brush-off, jilt, leave behind, inf leave in the lurch, maroon, renounce, repudiate, strand, inf throw over, inf wash your hands of. 3 abandon a claim. abdicate, cancel, cede, sl chuck in, discard, discontinue, disown, inf ditch, drop, finish, forfeit, forgo, give up, postpone, relinquish, resign, scrap, surrender, waive, yield.

abbey n cathedral, church, convent, friary, monastery, nunnery, priory.

abbreviate vb abridge, compress, condense, curtail, cut, digest, edit, précis, prune, reduce, shorten, summarize, trim, truncate. Opp lengthen.

abdicate vb renounce the throne, inf step down. ( abandon resign.

abduct vb carry off, kidnap, inf make away with, seize.

abhor vb detest, execrate, loathe, recoil from, shudder at. ( hate.

abhorrent adj abominable, detestable, disgusting, execrable, horrible, loathsome, nauseating, obnoxious, odious, offensive, repellent, repugnant, repulsive, revolting. ( hateful. Opp attractive.

abide vb 1 accept, bear, brook, endure, put up with, stand, inf stomach, submit to, suffer, tolerate. 2 ( stay. abide by ( obey.

ability n aptitude, bent, brains, capability, capacity, cleverness, competence, expertise, facility, faculty, flair, genius, gift, intelligence, knack, inf know-how, knowledge, means, potential, potentiality, power, proficiency, prowess, qualification, resources, scope, skill, strength, talent, training, wit.

ablaze adj afire, aflame, aglow, alight, blazing, burning, fiery, flaming, incandescent, lit up, on fire, raging. ( brilliant.

able adj 1 accomplished, adept, capable, clever, competent, effective, efficient, experienced, expert, gifted, inf handy, intelligent, masterly, practised, proficient, qualified, skilful, skilled, strong, talented, trained. Opp incompetent. 2 allowed, at liberty, authorized, available, eligible, equipped, fit, free, permitted, prepared, ready, willing. Opp unable.

abnormal adj aberrant, anomalous, atypical, inf bent, bizarre, curious, deformed, deviant, distorted, eccentric, erratic, exceptional, extraordinary, freak, funny, heretical, idiosyncratic, irregular, inf kinky, malformed, odd, peculiar, perverse, perverted, queer, singular, strange, uncharacteristic, uncommon, unexpected, unnatural, unorthodox, unrepresentative, untypical, unusual, wayward, weird. Opp normal.

abolish vb abrogate, annul, cancel, delete, destroy, dispense with, do away with, eliminate, end, eradicate, finish, inf get rid of, invalidate, liquidate, nullify, overturn, put an end to, quash, repeal, remove, rescind, revoke, suppress, terminate, withdraw. Opp create.

abominable adj abhorrent, appalling, atrocious, awful, base, beastly, brutal, contemptible, cruel, despicable, detestable, disgusting, distasteful, dreadful, execrable, foul, hateful, heinous, horrible, immoral, inhuman, inhumane, loathsome, nasty, nauseating, obnoxious, odious, offensive, repellent, repugnant, repulsive, revolting, terrible, vile. ( unpleasant. Opp pleasant.

abort vb 1 be born prematurely, die, miscarry. 2 abort take-off. call off, end, halt, nullify, stop, terminate.

abortion n 1 miscarriage, premature birth, termination of pregnancy. 2 ( monster.

abortive adj fruitless, futile, ineffective, ineffectual, pointless, stillborn, unavailing, unfruitful, unproductive, unsuccessful, useless, vain. Opp successful.

abound vb be plentiful, flourish, prevail, swarm, teem, thrive.

abrasive adj biting, caustic, galling, grating, harsh, hurtful, irritating, rough, sharp. ( unkind. Opp kind.

abridge vb abbreviate, compress, condense, curtail, cut, digest, edit, précis, prune, reduce, shorten, summarize, telescope, truncate. Opp expand.

abridged adj abbreviated, bowdlerized, censored, compact, concise, condensed, cut, edited, inf potted, shortened, telescoped, truncated.

abrupt adj 1 disconnected, hasty, headlong, hurried, precipitate, quick, rapid, sudden, swift, unexpected, unforeseen, unpredicted. 2 an abrupt drop. precipitous, sharp, sheer, steep. 3 an abrupt manner, blunt, brisk, brusque, curt, discourteous, gruff, impolite, rude, snappy, terse, unceremonious, uncivil, ungracious. Opp gentle, gradual.

absent adj 1 away, sl bunking off, gone, missing, off, out, playing truant, inf skiving. Opp present. 2 ( absent-minded.

absent-minded adj absent, absorbed, abstracted, careless, day-dreaming, distracted, dreamy, far-away, forgetful, heedless, impractical, inattentive, oblivious, preoccupied, scatterbrained, thoughtless, unaware, unheeding, unthinking, vague, withdrawn, wool-gathering. Opp alert.

absolute adj 1 categorical, certain, complete, conclusive, decided, definite, downright, entire, full, genuine, implicit, inalienable, indubitable, infallible, inf out-and-out, perfect, positive, pure, sheer, supreme, sure, thorough, total, unadulterated, unalloyed, unambiguous, unconditional, unequivocal, unmitigated, unmixed, unqualified, unquestionable, unreserved, unrestricted, utter. 2 absolute ruler. almighty, autocratic, despotic, dictatorial, omnipotent, sovereign, totalitarian, tyrannical, undemocratic. 3 absolute opposites. inf dead, diametrical, exact, precise.

absorb vb 1 assimilate, consume, devour, digest, drink in, fill up with, hold, imbibe, incorporate, ingest, mop up, receive, retain, soak up, suck up, take in, utilize. Opp emit. 2 absorb a blow. cushion, deaden, lessen, reduce, soften. 3 absorb a person. captivate, engage, engross, enthrall, fascinate, involve, occupy, preoccupy.
( interest. absorbed
( interested.

absorbent adj absorptive, permeable, pervious, porous, spongy. Opp imprevious.

absorbing adj engrossing, fascinating, gripping, riveting, spellbinding. ( interesting
abstain vb abstain from avoid, cease, decline, deny yourself, desist from, eschew, forgo, give up, go without, refrain from, refuse, reject, renounce, resist, shun, withhold from.

abstemious adj ascetic, austere, frugal, moderate, restrained, self-denying, self-disciplined, sober, sparing, teetotal, temperate. Opp self-indulgent.

abstract adj 1 abstruse, academic, hypothetical, indefinite, intangible, intellectual, metaphysical, notional, philosophical, theoretical, unpractical, unreal, unrealistic. Opp concrete. 2 abstract art. non-pictorial, non-representational, symbolic. ( n digest, outline, précis, résumé, summary, synopsis.

abstruse adj complex, cryptic, deep, devious, difficult, enigmatic, esoteric, hard, incomprehensible, mysterious, mystical, obscure, perplexing, problematical, profound, puzzling, recherché, recondite, unfathomable. Opp obvious.

absurd adj anomalous, crazy, daft, eccentric, farcical, foolish, grotesque, idiotic, illogical, incongruous, irrational, laughable, ludicrous, nonsensical, outlandish, paradoxical, preposterous, ridiculous, risible, senseless, silly, stupid, surreal, unreasonable, untenable, zany. ( funny, mad. Opp rational.

abundant adj ample, bounteous, bountiful, copious, excessive, flourishing, full, generous, lavish, liberal, luxuriant, overflowing, plenteous, plentiful, prodigal, profuse, rampant, rank, rich, well-supplied. Opp scarce.

abuse n 1 assault, cruel treatment, ill-treatment, maltreatment, misappropriation, misuse, perversion. 2 verbal abuse, curse, execration, imprecation, insult, invective, obloquy, obscenity, slander, vilification, vituperation. ( vb 1 batter, damage, exploit, harm, hurt, ill-treat, injure, maltreat, manhandle, misemploy, misuse, molest, rape, spoil, treat roughly. 2 abuse verbally. affront, berate, be rude to, inf call names, castigate, criticize, curse, defame, denigrate, disparage, insult, inveigh against, libel, malign, revile, slander, inf slate, inf smear, sneer at, swear at, traduce, upbraid, vilify, vituperate, wrong. ( complement.

abusive adj acrimonious, angry, censorious, contemptuous, critical, cruel, defamatory, denigrating, derisive, derogatory, disparaging, harsh, hurtful, impolite, injurious, insulting, libellous, obscene, offensive, opprobrious, pejorative, profane, rude, scathing, scornful, scurrilous, slanderous, vituperative. Opp kind, polite.

abysmal adj 1 bottomless, boundless, deep, extreme, immeasurable, incalculable, infinite, profound, unfathomable, vast. 2 ( bad.

abyss n inf bottomless pit, chasm, crater, fissure, gap, gulf, hole, opening, pit, rift, void.

academic adj 1 educational, pedagogical, scholastic. 2 bookish, brainy, clever, erudite, highbrow, intelligent, learned, scholarly, studious, well-read. 3 academic study. abstract, conjectural, hypothetical,

impractical, intellectual, notional, pure, speculative, theoretical, unpractical. ( n inf egghead, highbrow, intellectual, scholar, thinker.

accelerate vb 1 inf do a spurt, inf get a move on, go faster, hasten, increase speed, pick up speed, quicken, speed up. 2 bring on, expedite, promote, spur on, step up, stimulate.

accent n 1 brogue, cadence, dialect, enunciation, inflection, intonation, pronunciation, sound, speech pattern, tone. 2 accentuation, beat, emphasis, force, prominence, pulse, rhythm, stress.

accept vb 1 acquire, get, inf jump at, receive, take, welcome. 2 acknowledge, admit, assume, bear, put up with, reconcile yourself to, resign yourself to, submit to, suffer, tolerate, undertake. 3 accept an argument. abide by, accede to, acquiesce in, adopt, agree to, approve, believe in, be reconciled to, consent to, defer to, grant, recognize, inf stomach, inf swallow, take in, inf wear, yield to. Opp reject.

acceptable adj 1 agreeable, appreciated, gratifying, pleasant, pleasing, welcome, worthwhile. 2 adequate, admissible, appropriate, moderate, passable, satisfactory, suitable, tolerable, unexceptionable. Opp unacceptable.

acceptance n acquiescence, agreement, approval, consent, willingness. Opp refusal.

accepted adj acknowledged, agreed, axiomatic, canonical, common, indisputable, recognized, standard, undeniable, undisputed, universal, unquestioned. Opp controversial.

accessible adj approachable, at hand, attainable, available, close, convenient, inf get-at-able, inf handy, reachable, ready, within reach. Opp inaccessible.

accessory n 1 addition, adjunct, appendage, attachment, component, extension, extra, fitting. 2 ( accomplice.

accident n 1 blunder, chance, coincidence, contingency, fate, fluke, fortune, hazard, luck, misadventure, mischance, misfortune, mishap, mistake, inf pot luck, serendipity. 2 calamity, catastrophe, collision, inf contretemps, crash, derailment, disaster, inf pile-up, sl shunt, wreck.

accidental adj adventitious, arbitrary, casual, chance, coincidental, inf fluky, fortuitous, fortunate, haphazard, inadvertent, lucky, random, unconscious, unexpected, unforeseen, unfortunate, unintended, unintentional, unlooked-for, unlucky, unplanned, unpremeditated. Opp intentional.

acclaim vb applaud, celebrate, cheer, clap, commend, exalt, extol, hail, honour, laud, praise, salute, welcome.

accommodate vb 1 aid, assist, equip, fit, furnish, help, oblige, provide, serve, suit, supply. 2 accommodate guests. billet, board, cater for, entertain, harbour, hold, house, lodge, provide for, inf put up, quarter, shelter, take in. 3 accommodate yourself to new surroundings. accustom, adapt, reconcile. accommodating ( considerate.

accommodation n board, home, housing, lodgings, pied-à-terre, premises, shelter. □ apartment, barracks, inf bedsit, bedsitter, billet, boarding house, inf digs, flat, guest house, half of residence, hos-

tel, hotel, inn, lodge, married quarters, motel, pension, rooms, self-catering, timeshare, youth hostel. ( house.

accompany vb 1 attend, chaperon, conduct, convoy, escort, follow, go with, guard, guide, look after, partner, squire, inf tag along with, travel with, usher. 2 be associated with, be linked with, belong with, coexist with, coincide with, complement, occur with, supplement.

accompanying adj associated, attached, attendant, complementary, concomitant, connected, related.

accomplice n abettor, accessory, ally, assistant, associate, collaborator, colleague, confederate, conspirator, helper, inf henchman, partner.

accomplish vb achieve, attain, inf bring off, carry off, carry out, carry through, complete, conclude, consummate, discharge, do successfully, effect, execute, finish, fulfil, perform, realize, succeed in.

accomplished adj adept, expert, gifted, polished, proficient, skilful, talented.

accomplishment n ability, attainment, expertise, gift, skill, talent.

accord n agreement, concord, congruence, harmony, rapport, unanimity, understanding.

account n 1 bill, calculation, check, computation, invoice, receipt, reckoning, inf score, statement, tally. 2 chronicle, commentary, description, diary, explanation, history, log, memoir, narration, narrative, portrayal, record, report, statement, story, tale, version, inf write-up. 3 of no account. advantage, benefit, concern, consequence, consideration, importance, interest, merit, profit, significance, standing, use, value, worth. account for ( explain.

accumulate vb accrue, agglomerate, aggregate, amass, assemble, bring together, build up, collect, come together, gather, grow, heap up, hoard, increase, mass, multiply, pile up, stack up, inf stash away, stockpile, store up. Opp disperse.

accumulation n inf build-up, collection, conglomeration, gathering, growth, heap, hoard, mass, pile, stock, stockpile, store, supply.

accurate adj authentic, careful, certain, correct, exact, factual, faithful, faultless, meticulous, minute, nice, perfect, precise, reliable, right, scrupulous, sound, inf spot-on, strict, sure, true, truthful, unerring, veracious. Opp inaccurate.

accusation n allegation, alleged offence, charge, citation, complaint, denunciation, impeachment, indictment, summons.

accuse vb arraign, attack, blame, bring charges against, censure, charge, condemn, denounce, hold responsible, impeach, impugn, incriminate, indict, inform against, make allegations against, inf point the finger at, prosecute, summons, tax. Opp defend.

accustomed adj common, conventional, customary, established, expected, familiar, habitual, normal, ordinary, prevailing, regular, routine, set, traditional, usual, wonted. get accustomed ( adapt.

ache n anguish, discomfort, distress, hurt, pain, pang, smart, soreness, suffering, throbbing, twinge. ( vb 1 be painful, be sore, hurt,

pound, smart, sting, suffer, throb. 2 ( desire.

achieve vb 1 accomplish, attain, bring off, carry out, complete, conclude, consummate, discharge, do successfully, effect, engineer, execute, finish, fulfil, manage, perform, succeed in. 2 achieve fame. acquire, earn, gain, get, obtain, procure, reach, score, win.

acid adj sharp, sour, stinging, tangy, tart, vinegary. Opp blind, sweet.

acknowledge vb 1 accede, accept, acquiesce, admit, affirm, agree, allow, concede, confess, confirm, declare, endorse, grant, own up to, profess, yield. Opp deny. 2 acknowledge a greeting. answer, notice, react to, reply to, respond to, return. 3 acknowledge a friend. greet, hail, recognize, salute, inf say hello to. Opp ignore.

acme n apex, crown, culmination, height, highest point, maximum, peak, pinnacle, summit, top, zenith. Opp nadir.

acquaint vb advise, announce, apprise, brief, disclose, divulge, enlighten, inform, make aware, make familiar, notify, reveal, tell.

acquaintance n 1 awareness, familiarity, knowledge, understanding. 2 ( friend.

acquire vb buy, come by, earn, get, obtain, procure, purchase, receive, secure.

acquisition n accession, addition, inf buy, gain, possession, prize, property, purchase.

acquit vb absolve, clear, declare innocent, discharge, dismiss, exculpate, excuse, exonerate, find innocent, free, inf let off, liberate, release, reprieve, set free, vindicate. Opp condemn. acquit yourself ( behave.

acrid adj bitter, caustic, harsh, pungent, sharp, unpleasant.

acrimonious adj abusive, acerbic, angry, bad-tempered, bitter, caustic, censorious, churlish, cutting, hostile, hot-tempered, ill-natured, ill-tempered, irascible, mordant, peevish, petulant, quarrelsome, rancorous, sarcastic, sharp, spiteful, tart, testy, venomous, virulent, waspish. Opp peaceable.

act n 1 achievement, action, deed, effort, enterprise, exploit, feat, move, operation, proceeding, step, undertaking. 2 act of parliament. bill [=draft act], decree, edict, law, order, regulation, statute. 3 a stage act. item, performance, routine, sketch, turn. ( vb 1 behave, carry on, conduct yourself, deport yourself. 2 function, have an effect, operate, serve, take effect, work. 3 Act now! do something, get involved, make a move, react, take steps. ( begin. 4 act a role. appear (as), assume the character of, derog camp it up, characterize, dramatize, enact, derog ham it up, imitate, impersonate, mime, mimic, derog overact, perform, personify, play, portray, pose as, represent, seem to be, simulate. ( pretend.

acting adj deputy, interim, provisional, stand-by, stopgap, substitute, surrogate, temporary, vice.

action n 1 act, deed, effort, endeavour, enterprise, exploit, feat, measure, performance, proceeding, process, step, undertaking, work. 2 activity, drama, energy, enterprise, excitement, exercise, exertion, initiative, liveliness, motion, movement, vigour, vitality. 3 action of a play. events, happenings, incidents, story. 4 action of a watch. functioning,

mechanism, operation, working, works. 5 military action. battle.

activate vb actuate, animate, arouse, energize, excite, fire, galvanize, inf get going, initiate, mobilize, motivate, prompt, rouse, set in motion, set off, start, stimulate, stir, trigger.

active adj 1 agile, animated, brisk, bustling, busy, dynamic, energetic, enterprising, enthusiastic, functioning, hyperactive, live, lively, militant, moving, nimble, inf on the go, restless, spirited, sprightly, strenuous, vigorous, vital, vivacious, working. 2 active support. assiduous, committed, dedicated, devoted, diligent, employed, engaged, enthusiastic, hard-working, industrious, involved, occupied, sedulous, staunch, zealous. Opp inactive.

activity n 1 action, animation, bustle, common, energy, excitement, hurly-burly, hustle, industry, life, liveliness, motion, movement, stir. 2 hobby, interest, job, occupation, pastime, project, pursuit, scheme, task, undertaking, venture. ( work.

actor actress n artist, artiste, lead, leading lady, performer, player, star, supporting actor, trouper, walk-on part. ( entertainer. actors cast, company, troupe.

actual adj authentic, bona fide, certain, confirmed, corporeal, current, definite, existing, factual, genuine, indisputable, in existence, legitimate, living, material, real, realistic, tangible, true, truthful, unquestionable, verifiable. Opp imaginary.

acute adj 1 narrow, pointed, sharp. 2 acute pain. cutting, excruciating, exquisite, extreme, fierce, intense, keen, piercing, racking, severe, sharp, shooting, sudden, violent. 3 an acute mind. alert, analytical, astute, canny, inf cute, discerning, incisive, intelligent, keen, observant, penetrating, perceptive, percipient, perspicacious, quick, sharp, shrewd, inf smart, subtle. ( clever. 4 an acute problem. compelling, crucial, decisive, immediate, important, overwhelming, pressing, serious, urgent, vital. 5 an acute illness. critical, sudden. Opp chronic, dull, stupid.

adapt vb 1 acclimatize, accommodate, accustom, adjust, attune, become conditioned, become inured, fit, get accustomed (to), get used (to), habituate, harmonize, orientate, reconcile, suit, tailor, turn. 2 adapt to a new use. alter, amend, change, convert, metamorphose, modify, process, rearrange, rebuild, reconstruct, refashion, remake, remodel, reorganize, reshape, transform, vary. ( edit.

add vb annex, append, attach, combine, integrate, join, put together, inf tack on, unite. Opp deduct.

add to ( increase add up(to) ( total.

addict n 1 alcoholic, sl dopefiend, sl junkie, inf user. 2 a tv addict. ( enthusiast.

addiction n compulsion, craving, dependence, fixation, habit, obsession.

addition n 1 adding up, calculation, computation, reckoning, totalling, inf totting up. 2 accession, accessory, accretion, addendum, additive, adjunct, admixture, afterthought, amplification, annexe, appendage, appendix, appurtenance, attachment, continuation, development, enlargement,

expansion, extension, extra, increase, increment, postscript, supplement.

additional adj added, extra, further, increased, more, new, other, spare, supplementary.

address n 1 directions, location, whereabouts. 2 deliver an address. discourse, disquisition, harangue, homily, lecture, oration, sermon, speech, talk. ( vb 1 accost, apostrophize, approach, inf buttonhole, engage in conversation, greet, hail, salute, speak to, talk to. 2 address an audience. give a speech to, harangue, lecture. address yourself to ( tackle.

adept adj accomplished, clever, competent, expert, gifted, practised, proficient. ( skilful. Opp unskilful.

adequate adj acceptable, all right, average, competent, fair, fitting, good enough, middling, inf ok, passable, presentable, respectable satisfactory, inf so-so, sufficient, suitable, tolerable. Opp inadequate.

adhere vb bind, bond, cement, cling, fuse, glue, gum, paste, stick. ( fasten.

adherent n aficionado, devotee, disciple, fan, follower, inf hanger-on, supporter.

adhesive adj glued, gluey, gummed, self-adhesive, sticky.

adjoining adj abutting, adjacent, bordering, closest, contiguous, juxtaposed, nearest, neighbouring, next, touching. Opp distant.

adjourn vb break off, defer, discontinue, dissolve, interrupt, postpone, prorogue, put off, suspend.

adjournment n break, delay, interruption, pause, postponement, prorogation, recess, stay, stoppage, suspension.

adjust vb 1 adapt, alter, amend, arrange, balance, change, convert, correct, modify, position, put right, rectify, refashion, regulate, remake, remodel, reorganize, reshape, set, set to rights, tailor, temper, tune, vary. 2 acclimatize, accommodate, accustom, conform, fit, habituate, harmonize, reconcile, yourself.

administer vb 1 administrate, command, conduct affairs, control, direct, govern, head, lead, manage, organize, oversee, preside over, regulate, rule, run, superintend, supervise. 2 administer justice. apply, carry out, execute, implement, prosecute. 3 administer medicine. deal out, dispense, distribute, dole out, give, hand out, measure out, mete out, provide, supply.

administrator n boss, bureaucrat, civil servant, controller, director, executive, head, manager, managing director, derog mandarin, organizer, superintendent. ( chief.

admirable adj awe-inspiring, commendable, creditable, deserving, enjoyable, estimable, excellent, exemplary, fine, great, honourable, laudable, likeable, lovable, marvellous, meritorious, pleasing, praiseworthy, valued, wonderful, worthy. Opp contemptible.

admiration n appreciation, approval, awe, commendation, esteem, hero-worship, high regard, honour, praise, respect. Opp contempt.

admire vb applaud, appreciate, approve of, be delighted by, commend, enjoy, esteem, have a high opinion of, hero-worship, honour, idolize, laud, like, look up to, love, marvel at, praise, respect, revere,

think highly of, value, venerate, wonder at. ( love. Opp hate. admiring ( complimentary, respectful.

admission n 1 access, admittance, entrance, entrée, entry. 2 acceptance, acknowledgement, affirmation, agreement, avowal, concession, confession, declaration, disclosure, profession, revelation. Opp denial.

admit vb 1 accept, allow in, grant access, let in, provide a place (in), receive, take in. 2 admit guilt. accept, acknowledge, agree, allow, concede, confess, declare, disclose, divulge, grant, own up, profess, recognize, reveal, say reluctantly. Opp deny.

adolescence n boyhood, girlhood, growing up, puberty, inf your teens, youth.

adolescent adj boyish, girlish, immature, juvenile, pubescent, puerile, teenage, youthful. ( n boy, girl, juvenile, minor, inf teenager, youngster, youth.

adopt vb 1 accept, appropriate, approve, back, champion, choose, embrace, endorse, espouse, follow, inf go for, patronize, support, take on, take up. 2 befriend, foster, stand by, take in, inf take under your wing.

adore vb adulate, dote on, glorify, honour, idolize, love, revere, reverence, venerate, worship. ( admire. Opp hate.

adorn vb beautify, decorate, embellish, garnish, grace, ornament, trim.

adrift adj 1 afloat, anchorless, drifting, floating. 2 aimless, astray, directionless, lost, purposeless, rootless.

adult adj developed, full-grown, full-size, grown-up, marriageable, mature, nubile, of age. Opp immature.

adulterate vb alloy, contaminate, corrupt, debase, defile, dilute, inf doctor, pollute, taint, thin, water down, weaken.

advance n betterment, development, evolution, forward movement, growth, headway, improvement, progress. ( vb 1 approach, bear down, come near, forge ahead, gain ground, go forward, make headway, make progress, inf make strides, move forward, press ahead, press on, proceed, progress, inf push on. Opp retreat. 2 science advances. develop, evolve, grow, improve, increase, prosper, thrive. 3 advance your career. accelerate, assist, benefit, boost, expedite, facilitate, further, help the progress of, promote. Opp hinder. 4 advance a theory. adduce, cite, furnish, give, present, propose, submit, suggest. 5 advance money. lend, loan, offer, pay, proffer, provide, supply. Opp withhold.

advanced adj 1 latest, modern, sophisticated, ultra-modern, up-to-date. 2 advanced ideas. avantgarde, contemporary, experimental, forward-looking, futuristic, imaginative, innovative, inventive, new, novel, original, pioneering, progressive, revolutionary, trend-setting, unconventional, unheard-of, inf way-out. 3 advanced maths. complex, complicated, difficult, hard, higher. 4 advanced for her age. grown-up, mature, precocious, sophisticated, well-developed. Opp backward, basic, old.

advantage n 1 aid, asset, assistance, benefit, boon, convenience, gain, help, profit, service, use,

usefulness. 2 have an advantage. dominance, edge, inf head start, superiority. take advantage of ( exploit.

advantageous adj beneficial, constructive, favourable, gainful, helpful, invaluable, positive, profitable, salutary, useful, valuable, worthwhile. ( good. Opp useless.

adventure n 1 chance, enterprise, escapade, exploit, feat, gamble, incident, occurrence, operation, risk, undertaking, venture. 2 danger, excitement, hazard.

adventurous adj 1 audacious, bold, brave, courageous, daredevil, daring, enterprising, derog foolhardy, heroic, intrepid, derog rash, derog reckless, valiant, venturesome. 2 an adventurous trip. challenging, dangerous, difficult, eventful, exciting, hazardous, perilous, risky. Opp unadventurous.

adversary n antagonist, attacker, enemy, foe, opponent, rival. Opp friend.

adverse adj 1 antagonistic, attacking, censorious, critical, derogatory, disapproving, hostile, hurtful, inimical, negative, uncomplimentary, unfavourable, unfriendly, unkind, unsympathetic. 2 adverse conditions. contrary, deleterious, detrimental, disadvantageous, harmful, inappropriate, inauspicious, opposing, prejudicial, uncongenial, unfortunate, unpropitious. Opp favourable.

advertise vb announce, broadcast, display, flaunt, make known, market, merchandise, notify, inf plug, proclaim, promote, promulgate, publicize, inf push, show off, inf spotlight, tout.

advertisement n inf advert, announcement, bill, inf blurb, tv break, circular, commercial, handout, leaflet, notice, placard, inf plug, poster, promotion, publicity, old use puff, sign, inf small ad.

advice n admonition, caution, counsel, guidance, help, opinion, recommendation, suggestion, tip, view, warning. ( news.

advisable adj expedient, judicious, politic, prudent, recommended, sensible. ( wise. Opp silly.

advise vb 1 admonish, advocate, caution, counsel, encourage, enjoin, exhort, guide, instruct, prescribe, recommend, suggest, urge, warn. 2 ( inform.

adviser n cicerone, confidant(e), consultant, counsellor, guide, mentor.

advocate n 1 apologist, backer, champion, proponent, supporter. 2 ( lawyer. ( vb argue for, back, champion, endorse, favour, recommend, speak for, uphold.

aerodrome n airfield, airport, airstrip, landing-strip.

aesthetic adj artistic, beautiful, cultivated, in good taste, sensitive, tasteful. Opp ugly.

affair n 1 activity, business, concern, issue, interest, matter, operation, project, question, subject, topic, transaction, undertaking. 2 circumstance, episode, event, happening, incident, occasion, occurrence, proceeding, thing. 3 love affair, affaire, amour, attachment, intrigue, involvement, liaison, relationship, romance.

affect vb 1 act on, agitate, alter, attack, change, concern, disturb, grieve, have an effect on, have an impact on, inf hit, impinge on, impress, influence, modify, move, pertain to, perturb, relate to, stir, 

